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7. 3-part Sinfonia 
 

wordless music for voice and muted piano 
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3-part Sinfonia 
 
 
Inspired by the three-part sinfonias of Johann Sebastian Bach, this piece alternates between expository sections of subject and countersubjects, 
and transitional episodes. Unlike Bach’s music, durations rather than pitches are primary in the subjects here, and development involves slowing 
down subject-fragments rather than transposing their pitches. Pitch sounds are avoided here because they are too rich, too evocative, 
contaminated by history and beauty. 
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pitchless (produce 'white noise' in the mouth, with saliva)

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""

STEVE POTTER

music for voice and muted piano*

3-part Sinfonia

performance time: 2 minutes

*piano should be prepared with heavy books covering the lower strings, such that pitch is barely discernible
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