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Composer’s note

old people in the wrong house (dancing with robots) is made of two elements of
unequal importance. The principal element is a slippage between what I would call
‘meditative’ and ‘mechanical’ modes of activity. Delicate patterns repeat while
absorbing errant sounds, forming music on the border between these two modes.
There’s a metaphor here: the musical stream as a stream of consciousness. What
belongs to consciousness, and what is an external object that it perceives? The title, old
people in the wrong house (dancing with robots), arose when | was thinking about the
meditative and the mechanical in connection with E.T.A. Hoffmann’s short story, ‘The
Sandman’, in which a young man falls in love with a robot girl. This story offers myriad
perspectives on the mind, the unconsciousness, and on feeling at home. Beyond that it
offers a unique opportunity to see an uncanny link between robots and laughter. And so
the second element of this piece is mimesis of laughter.

Oct 2012



Steve Potter

old people in the wrong house
(dancing with robots)

for 15 players
(2011)

INSTRUMENTATION

Piccolo

Oboe

Clarinet in B-flat
Bass Clarinet in B-flat

Contrabassoon

Hornin F

Trumpet in B-flat

Trombone

Percussion (1 player): vibraphone, pedal bass drum, tambourine, guiro,
tin can containing about ten walnuts or similar, rake and box of
gravel. The tambourine and guiro will need to be mounted.

Piano

2 Violins

Viola

Cello

Double Bass (with C-extension)

Scorein C

Duration: ca. 10 minutes

Remarks on notation:

Grace notes are to be played before the beat.
Accidentals apply for the bar, but may be repeated within the bar as reminders.
In 6/8 (meter), 4- and 5-tuplets fill out the space of 6 (i.e. 4:6; 5:6).



Special notation for the violins

sul G
hd
7 = = harmonics glissando from as high as possible on the indicated string
Dl
" sul G
—— = harmonics glissando from the point indicated on the indicated string
o @
sul G
np r\/\/r ~ — less than harmonic pressure, very light bow pressure, slide down and up slowly,
3 ad lib. Moments of pure noise, moments of harmonics gliss. (half-note and
quarter-note values)
sul G
.

= very high harmonic on the indicated string, ad lib.
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Poco meno mosso: Tango
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